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Martin L. Sweet was a colorful character and the first Republican
mayor of Grand Rapids, having first come to the city in the mid-1840's.
Sweet established himself not only as mayor, but as miller, farmer, and
owner of Sweet's Hotel, later the Pantlind and the Amway Grand Plaza.
He dabbled in a variety of businesses, and was reputed to have the first
Holstein-Friesian cattle ever to come to Michigan. He bred the livestock on a
farm which is now part of the Kent Country Club. Sweet died in 1905.
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